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De 0 R 1 GINE FONTlVM Tent amen Philofophicum ,, 
in Pr&lettione habit a cor^«?Societate Philofophica 
nuper Oxonias infiituta ad Scienriam Nacuralem 
firomovendam, . Per Rob. Plot LL. D- Cu- 
Jlodidt MVS MI ASHMOLEANI Oxonias Pr<e- 
pofitum. is? REGIAL S OCTET ATIS Secretarium 
Oxon. in 8°. 1685. 

T H E Author of this Treatife, de Online Fontium, 
dillrking the old way of handling this fubjefil, as 
too general and remote/ has chofe rather to argue for 
both parts of the §}ueftion , from the Hijtory of /firings j 
with intent more particularly to fatisfy his reader, 
which Jfirings they are, that wholy come from rains, 
mifts, dews, &c. which from the feas j and which from 
both. In order hereunto (after a fhort Proem,) He gives 
usa Scheme of the feveral /fieti.es of /firings, to which he 
thinks all what ever may be reduced: and then pre¬ 
sently determines that fuch intermitting /firings as are 
profluent after rains, and then gradually flacken, and 
at laftare wholy dryed up upon heats in the Summer, doe 
certainly owe their birth to rains. And not only fuch in¬ 
termitting ones, butfbme perennial /firings too,luch as we 
many times find on the tops ofMountains,which we may 
rather term weeping, than flowing or running /firings-, 
which feem to have their Origin from the mtfts wefo 
frequently fee hanging upon the tops of hills. Yet He 
cannot agree with leveral worthy Authors he there men¬ 
tions, and whofe Arguments he recites, that all /firings 
owe their origin to rains, dews, &c. For he thinks not 
that temporary irregular fountains (whereof he enume¬ 
rates many,,? can poffibly come from rains j muchlefs 
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th.c temporary regular ones, fuch as the fountains of the 
Loire in France, of Lambs-bourn in England,a£ the J^irch- 
nilger Sea in Carniola, and divers others. Much left 
ftill thinks he that luchvaft/w<?w»*W fprings, as thole of 
Willowbridg i'n Staffordjhire, of the Sorgue in France, can 
come from rains; lince he finds upon computation, that 
all the waters that fall near them for the fpaceof a year 
in rains, detvs, &c. will not comparably amount to what 
iflues from them. For the better Calculation whereof, 
helhews to what height ram-mater will rife in a year in 
a Conservatory fitted for thatpurpofe communibus annis ; 
and how many French Muids, Hoglheads and Gallons 
Englijh, Will flow out of a cubick inch bore, in 24 hours, 
in a year, &c. And then fliews that though it may be 
true fwhat an Anonymous French Author aflertsjthat 
more water falls in rains near thefountan head of the 
River Sein, than is needfull for the yearly expence of 
that River, yet it is not lo at Willowbridg, or likely to 
be fo with the fountain head of the River Sorgue, which 
as Gajjendus tells us is navigable to the fprings which are 
its original. Yet much lefs ftill can he imagin that all 
the rains, mifis , dews, [nows, &c. that fall upon the 
furface of the whole Earth for the fpace of a year, can 
fupply the vaft expence of all the Rivers in the World for 
the fame time: when the Volga alone, according to 
the calculation oiEjcciolus, pours forth as much water 
into the Cafpian Sea in a years time; as will fuffice to 
cover or drown the whole Earth: and fo the River Ca¬ 
nada, or of 5V. Laurence in the Weji-Indies. Andifthefe 
either of them alone expend as much water in a year, as 
ail therains, mijls, 8 cc. feem capable offupplying; much 
more fure will the Argyropotamus or ~Rio dela Plata doe it, 
which fays the fame PJcciolus is bigger than the Nile, 
Ganges, and Euphrates, all put together j its Mouth be¬ 
ing 90 miles broad, and running with that violence into 
the Sea, that it makes it frefti 200 miles forward. Or if 
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thele fingiy will not doe it,certainly all three joyntly 
will,at leaft thefe and a thoufand others muftjwhich upon 
a mod eft conjecture, he computes muft needs pour forth 
into the Sea, at leaft joo tinier as much water in a year 
as fills upon the whole furface of the Earth \xsrain, mi jit, 
fnows, dews , &c. in the fame fpace of time. And as he 
judges that all frejh-water firings cannot come from 
r«m*,neither can he beleive either that hotfprings ,or [alt 
fprings are maintain’d thence. Nor thinks he it likely 
than/prings, where there falls little or no rain, or where 
xX\z Confer vat or ies muft needs be too fmall, asinthelfles 
of Mago, Rotunda, and the Strophades, the Rock where¬ 
on ftands the maiden Tower in the Thraeic Bofphorus, 
fhould be fiipplyed from rains. Then he goes on to 
prove that there are fubterraneal communications be¬ 
tween the Seas and fountains fry which they are fupplyed, 
and that there are Charybdes which fwallow the Sea, 
which happening fometimes to be ftopt, the greateft Ri¬ 
vers have ceafed to run, as the Thames , Trent, Medway, 
in England-, the Elve,'Motala, and Gulfpangin Sweden-, 
and fometimes being too much open’d ,frejh-waterfprings 
have turnedya/if-, as Pliny fays it once happend in Caria 
near Neptunes Temple. This fubterraneal circulation 
of waters he further evinces from divers fprings he there 
enumerates that ebb and flow with the Sea and from 
divers Lakes that have Salt water and fea Eijh in them, 
yet have no fuperterraneal communication with any fea, 
fuch as the Lake Haguygabon in Hifpaniola, the Cafpian 
and Mediterranean feas, &c. He alfo fays that ’tis further 
evident that there are fuchpaflages, from divers marine 
heterogeneous fubflances that have been found in digging 
deep underground, fuch as fheRfiJh, &c. Where by the 
way he difcourfes of divers inch. Indraughts there are in 
the fea, more particularly of the fluxus Mefchonicits , or 
Maalflroome on the coaft of Norway, and beleives there 
.nuft be fome fuch vaft Cbarybdd (befide that on the coaft 
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of Sicily ,) in the Mediterranean which muft fwallow all 
the water which perpetually flows into it, otherwife it 
mult need overflow the low land of jEgypt. For shat an 
undercurrent ('which fome have beleived,) in the flraights- 
mouth , will not iolve this difficulty, unlefs occafioned by 
a vaft Gulf that muft be placed fomewhere in the Atlantic 
near the Mouth of the firaight, which though overflown 
and hidden by that mighty fea, yet may poffibly abforb 
the deeper waters, and fo caufe a contrary undercur¬ 
rent. Thus having proved that the greateft perennial 
fprings derive themlelves from the fea through fubter- 
raneal duUus s, from Philo fop hy and profane Hijlory, he 
next appeals to the Tejiimony of the Scriptures , where he 
gives a new Interpretation of Eccl. i. v. 7. and (hews 
how agreeable the dodtrine of the Ancient Philofophers 
is to the Jcriptures : And then proceeeds to anfwer the 
cheif Arguments of thofe who hold, that all fprings 
whatever come from rains } &c. Where, by the way he 
{hews, that there are fprings upon the very Tops of Moun¬ 
tains, and that others rife in plain Champion Countreys, 
of both which he gives many inftances. Then he Ihews 
liow many ways water will afcend above its own Level , 
1. by the help of Hypogeal heats. 2. by Filtration. 3. by 
the unequal height of divers feas. 4. by the diftance of 
the Center of Magnitude from the center oi Gravity in the 
Teraqueous Globe,where he indeavoursto prove,that the 
fuperficies of the Pacific fea , is further from the center 
of Gravity , than the top of the higheft Hill on the ad- 
verfe part of the Globe. 7. by the help oi'flormes. And 
7. he Ihews that fea water does afcend above its own Level 
by comeing into Wells , whofe bottoms ly higher than 
the lurface of the fea next them, at highwater mark. 
Next he gives the Method Nature ufes in making fea 
w&tQtfrejb, and whence it comes to pals that the caverns 
through which the fea water has percolated for fo many 
ages, are not ftopt , and proves that the fprings arecar- 
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ryed in the Earth after the manner of the BLod in the 
Veins of Animals , from their not being found in all pla¬ 
ces indifferently. Laftly helhewshow it comes to pais 
that the Jea -water after fo many repeated percolations i 
for fo many years, is not yet become frejh. That it 
has its faltnefs, from the Rocks oiFoJJile Salt interfperft 
in its bottome andlhores, and how much inferiour it is 
in faltnefs to the Mediterranean brines. All which 
he has treated of with that modefty,that he fincerely 
profefles, he fhall readily retradf any thing that he has 
aflerted, whenever better informed either by his own 
or the more nice obfervations of others,. 


‘Medicina- Sep* 
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Medicina Septentrionalis Collatitia, f. Rei medi¬ 
ae nuperis annhs a Medich Anglis, Germanis 
is * Danis emiff# fyllogeis Jyntaxis. Opera Theo- 
phili Boneti. D. M. cum Indkibus isrftgurk ne - 
Gejfariis. Geneva. M. DC. LXXXV. i/zFol* 

T HIS Author defigning a body of the law of Nature, 
in imitation of that of the Civil Law, to his two 
former Volumes fubjoyns this, the intent of which is to 
Ihew how much Phyfick owes as to its improvement to 
thefe Northern nations. The Inftruments of which 
have been the Royal Society of England, afterwards co¬ 
pied by our neighbouring Nations; Paracelfus opened 
the way, and was followed by Helmont, Harvey , Lower , 
Bartholin , Malpighius , Wharton , Willis , Betts , Schneider , 
Steno ., Sylvius and others, which are briefly fummed 
up in the preface. The book is divided according to 
the ufual partition of the body of man, into three parts. 
The firft contains the difeafes incident to the head, which 
is taken here intirely with all its parts, the hair not 
excepted, with obfervations about, which he begins, for 
that even our hair is not without its difeafes and thofe 
none of the leaft troublefome; the Plica Polonica is a 
fure and a fad inftance, the Nature and the cure of 
which you have here difcourfed of at large, as aifo its di- 
vifion into male and female. He brings inftances of 
Monftrous births born without heads,one of which had its 
Eyes placed under its armes, on thefe Schrockfus difcourfes 
whether they ought to be Baptized or not, bringing An* 
thoritie’s and reafons on both parts of the queflion, it 
being difficult to determine whether they have a ratio¬ 
nal foul or no. Thefe are followed by Monflers in the 
other extream, fuch as have many heads, where ano* 
ther queftion arifes vi%> whether fuch are many Ani¬ 
mals, or only one, or whether the foul be multiplied 
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when the brain is, that being the reputed feat of it. Next 
come thafe who have beenMonftrous as to the fhape of 
the head, feveral inftances are given of the ajfeftus cor - 
nutus, of the defeat or excels of the Sutures j of feveral 
wounds of the head, fome mortal, others beyond all pro¬ 
bability of efcaping, particularly that of th z Hungarian 
Captain, who though he had a Lance ftruck through his 
head, yet lived many years after it, and fought often. In 
the difeafes of the head and Nerves is infetted a difcouxs 
of Olaus Borrichim concerning the ufe of Volatile Salts in 
the diftempers of the head, in which he alFerts the diffe¬ 
rence of volatile falts, and prefers that of Mans Skull as 
the moft proper in fuch cafes ; And among feveral forts 
of pains of the head there is an account from Joel Lan¬ 
celot, of one which rofe and fate with the Sun, obferving 
exactly the fame degrees of increafe and decreafe, as the 
Sun did in its motion to and from theMeridian, &c. 

In the affections of the Eys, the place and manner 
of vifion is determined, together with the relation of 
the controverfy between Pecquet and Mariotte, con¬ 
cerning the termination of the fpecies, and vifion the 
refult of it, being performed rather in the Choroeides, 
than in the Retina. The famous experiment ofreftor- 
ing the humours of the Eys, was at laft refolved into 
their natural reftitution, from the fame humour’s be¬ 
ing replenifht thofe wayes they are conftantly nourish¬ 
ed, and not from their being repaired by the injections 
of Burrhus , or any other pretender. 

Thefecond book treats of the difeafes of the mouth 
and breaft, where among other things we meet with a 
difcourfe concerning an infallible way of preferring 
& man from infection though he converfe conftantly 
with all forts of thofe who are infeCted, the way is no 
more than forbearing to fwallow the Saliva , which at 
any ill fmell is raifed by nature, on purpofe to be eject¬ 
ed, the fuppofitions that confirm this opinion are chiefly. 
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the fermenting nature of contagion. This contagion 
chiefly propagated by effluvia in the Air ,• Thefe effluvia 
Ure readily imbibed by the Saliva, which th usimpregna* 
ted and fwallowed, muft needs communicate them to the 
bodyjto which may be annexed the observation ofa Con- 
furaptioncurd by a critical falivation. He treats very 
largely of the nature and cure of a Peripneumonia, and 
Of its difference from a Pleurify ; of all difeafes of the 
lungs, as Gangrene,Schirrmfflomica and Stones frequently 
found in them, a cafe of which latter is lubjoyned of one 
who expedorating many of different lhapes and fizes,was 
eafed from a dyfpncea under which he ahnoft mortally 
laboured. 

Among pleurifys there is an accountof a periodical 
one returning once in feven weeks.Of another caufed by 
laughing, &c. Among the celebrated remedies for it, 
you find Antimonium Diaphoreticum ; as alfo a bark in In¬ 
dia Very powerful, if not a fpecifick in this cafe. It is 
called Parvo de portada, of a yellowifh colour, bitter 
taft, and a friable confidence ,* half an ounce in a glafle 
of Wine is the dofe. In his Hiftories of confumptions 
he relates an example of the great contagion of it, which 
was the infedtipn of a fenators fecond Wife, only by wea¬ 
ring the Muff of his firft Wife who died of one, though 
after the diftance of above a twelvemonth. He gives a 
particular account of the famous Cnceffelius's remedies 
in this as he has done in other cafes: Inftances how Opium 
has been very unfuccesfully applied in it, death infuing 
the ftoppage of the fpitting, and the coagulation of the 
matter there caufed by it. 

In the Section de Pefpiratione lafa, there is a larg e 
differtation de halitu humane , of its difference, caufes, 
manner, quantity, ufe, difeafes, &c. written hf-Georfflus 
Traneus. Which difcourfe is followed by an account of 
a mo after which breathed through an hole in the pole * 
as alfo the difcourfe of Dr, Loner , how a dog may be 
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made to breath as anHorfe does when broken winded, 
taken out of the YlngYiVaPbilofophicalTranfaftions. 

In his third book are containd what concern the Ab¬ 
domen and its parts, of which the Oefophdgus being looked 
upon as the beginning,the preternatural cafes of that are 
firft handled j fuch as its being turned to a Cartilage s 
being obftrudted by different caufes, and the like; and af¬ 
ter the account offeveral ways deglutition has been hun¬ 
dred by, the famous Hiftoryes ofmenfwallowing odde 
fubftancescome in, as mony, frogs, knives, fire, &c. But 
becaufe twould be endieffe to enumerate particulars, you 
have comprized in the whole volume, whatfoever this 
age and thefe Climates have produced ciirious in Me¬ 
dicine. And what are fcatter'd and lye confufed in 
Bphemerides, and other tradts, (which the learned now 
publilh their particular obfervations in,) are here collec¬ 
ted into one book, digefted into heads, and the Authors 
name annexed to each relation, to fecure the propriety 
to the firft inventor. And though little feems to be want¬ 
ing in this volume, yet the Author not thinking he can 
doe too much good , promifes a fecond then in the 
prefse, when this was firft publilhed. 


Job amis Nieo m 


Johannis Nicolai Pechlijai Med,. D. P. ftrenif. 
fimiCwdbnx Principis neg. Afcbiatri , Theophi- 
lus Bibaculus , five de Potu The# Vialogm. 
Francofurii ; Quarto, 1684. 

T HIS trad:, written by the way of Dialogue, gives 
us an account that Thee, or Tfia, is a fhrub growing 
in moft parts of China and Japan j it arifes generally to 
the height and bignels of our Garden Role and Cur¬ 
rant Trees i the Roots are fibrous, and Ipread into 
many little filaments, near the furface of the Earth j 
the flowers are like thofe of JtyfaSylveJlris the Seeds 
round, and black; which being low’d come to perfe&ion 
inthree years time, and then yield an yearly crop ,• but 
thefe. are palled by, as not much material; the great 
and only Vertue of this plant being fuppofed to conlift 
cheifly in the Leaves/of which there are fivelorts,both as 
to bignefs, and . Value/ for the largeft at bottom are 
fold for about penny halfe penny the poundjthe Imallefl: 
at the top for yo, lometimes iyo Crowns. 

As to their figure, they are thin, narrow, lharp point¬ 
ed, and indented on each fide, which lome have com¬ 
pared to the Confolida, the Beilis ; Others to the Pahurus, 
and fome again to the Myrttes Brabantica, or Qhamceleag - 
nus Dodoncei; But our Author not liking the compan¬ 
ions, nor much follicitous about them, comes prelently 
to the Vertue of Thee, and endeavours to fliew how far 
it agrees with lome plants of our own growth, as to the 
effeds it produceth. 

Thee then is hot and dry 's of a bitter adftringent 
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Quality 5 the Infufion of it gives a green Colour ,• but 
upon the mixture of the folution of Vitriol, it turns 
black j whereas Chamcedrys tho’ bitter, is not aftringent; 
and upon fuch mixture grows green, rather then black. 
Cardiaca , and Marrbubium give a very deep Tincture, 
but grow not black with Vitriol. 

Sanguiforba well enough refembles the Colour, but 
the tail: is by no means, fo fmart, and brisk. 

The Myrtus Brabantica gives a lively yellow Colour, 
but changes very little with Vitriol. 

Veronica comes neareft to it, for it gives a good tolera¬ 
ble Tin&ure; and tho’ the taft be not bitter, yet ’tis ex- 
treamly aftringent; and not only foe but it turns black 
alfoe, like Thee, when mixt with the folution of Vi¬ 
triol ; neither doe it’s effe&s come far fhort, fince it 
cleanfes the Kidnies, and very much ftrengthen's the 
head, and ftomack. This Plant abounds with a brisk 
Volatile fait, which he adjudges very agreeable to our 
Northern Conftitutions, whole blood is naturally very 
heavy, and fluggifhj it carries,alfoe with it a fine 
thinner fort of Oyl; but foe admirably well temper’d, 
that as this hinders the fpirit from Evaporating, foe 
that corrects the Infiammabily of this; from whence re- 
fults the very agreab'e bitter aftringent:Ail which toge¬ 
ther, as they re&ifie the ferment of the blood, and at 
the fame time ftrengthen, and confirm the tone of the 
parts, contribute fo'much to the affifting of Nature 
in her Operations, as to prevent, if not to Cure, molt 
Chronical Diftempers. Butbecaufe the difcreet choice 
of a proper Vehicle or Menftruum, for this great Pa¬ 
nacea, may be very material, he thinks good to fhew 
his diflike of Broath, and Milk j in that they obtund, 
and obftrucft it’s more lively and quicker parts j but 
the latter more efpecially,- as all ways leaving behind 
it much acidity, which how prejudicial to Hypochon¬ 
driacal 



[ 872 ] 

driacal perfans , is left to the Learned to determine, 

He diflikes the cuftom they ufe in Japan, of drink¬ 
ing the leaves powdred , fuppofing that it may dry the 
body too much, &c. 

He concludes warm water to be the moft natural, 
and effectual Vehicle, as being pure, and void of all 
laline or otherways pernicious particles , and being 
more ready to abforb, and be impregnated with the 
Vertue hereof; which when armed with this power- 
full Vegetable, Nature ealily admits into its obfcure 
channels, and dark recedes; and by this means it is, 
that it fubdues thofe ftubborn Humours, which are 
never more effe&ually rooted out, then (as they came 
iaj by degrees, by Cuftom, and Habit. 

He approves well enough of the ufe of Sugar; as 
it ferves not only to qualifie the bitter taft, by its 
fweetnefle which at the fame time is Corredted by 
the Heat; but as being good alfoe for the Ridnyes, 
and Lungs. He thinks the difference of conftitutions 
too great to be infilled on, and therefore only fays 
this vi\. that thofe of a dryer Habit may take it 
more diluted, becaufe their lalts may more eafily 
be carried off: and for the Moifter and Hydropical 
temper He fuppofes this Water, if more ftrongly im¬ 
pregnated may make way for the Evacuation of the 
other. 

As to the times of taking it, the more empty the 
Stomack, the palfage will be the more ealy, and 
therefore in luch the more effectual .* He condemns 
the ufe of it after meals ; becaufe the Volatile 
part flyes off, before the meat is any ways dige¬ 
sted ; after which the £oncodtion is difficultly per¬ 
formed ; becaufe the ferment, as well as the Vola¬ 
tility of the Chyle, is fuppreffed by the Aftringent 
Quality ; which in thofe Circumftances oft proves 
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a tiling of very ill consequence. To, conclude, our 
Author notwithftanding all his Encomium’s of this 
Exotic, can be content to think, we might receive as 
much Benefit from fome plants of our own growth ■, were 
People Induftrious to fearch after them; fome of which 
are Veronica, Lingua* Cervina, Marrhuhium ., Hepatic a f 
Cichor-eum, &c. 


FINIS 


Errata in the Tranfadtion 
of December laft. 


P Ag. 814, line 8, within the Parenthefts read thus [which, with the other fmatt Guts, and lT#- 
macy was very much diftended with the matterof the lafi meal:) pag. 8iy, lin 14, for mufeulofs 
Veins read mufcnlofe and membranofe Turns, pag. 81 6 line 21, for Meat read Meal, Pag. 
S line 41 read Mufealcfe and membranofe Tunics .. 

Errata in the Tranfa&ion 
of January. 

p Ag* 840, line y, Fo r pmmand, tad command, pag 841, line 2, for *Dfiegncd-, read ‘Defined 
* line xo, read thus 16$ 4 , they . pag 145 line 6 , for g g g g there ought to be G G G G 5 line. 
9, for bbkh there fhould be HH HH> pag 848, line 1, read utpotc • line 3 read ^LA Fig, 
6 th. pag 85 5, litres 3 and 4* for oever> read over: line 4 read driven: line zz dele after. 
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